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Member of Parliament, 


oN THE. 


F/ mportauce of Liberty, e 


HERE is no Tagident What⸗ 
- - by 15 31 ever, can inſpire ane morg 
= 12 * 0 with the Love of Virtue, 
| than that irreſiſtable Def · 
rence and Reſpe& we muſt always have 
for thoſe who naturally chuſe to walk 
: A in 


(4) 


in that Path, without any  unbecoming 
_ Self-intereſt 6 1 


- 4 


Tux Humanity and Good-nature 
wherewith you was pleaſed to expreſs 
yourſelf, on the Subje& of the poor 
Fourneymen Taylors humble Petition and 
Complaint, gave Riſe to the above Re- 
flection; and that Inſtant led me to 
conſult two or three Books, on the ſub- 
ject of Commerce, and the due Care 
which in all well- regulated Societies 
ought to be taken, in order to prevent 
giving the Rich too great Opportuni- 
ties of oppreſſing the Poor. 


FROM this Kind of Study, T had Oc-- 
caſion to obſerve, that in all Countries 
whoſe Riches chiefly depend on the 
careful Manufactury of their own plen- 
tiful Product, the Laws muſt have an 
”m Regard to the Increaſe of Peo- 

vie 


_ cc 
8 : _ 


(5) 
People; and conſequently. to the Pro- 
tection and Maintenance of the poor 
and meaner ſort, on whom chiefly theſe 
ManutaFiuries muſt *. 


* if v we take an nia View 
of the Courſe of National Trade, and 


penetrate into the true Cauſes of the 
Riſe and Fall of the Price of the ſeve- 


ral ManufaQuries whereof it is com- 
poſed, it will plainly appear, that in 
the W ollen 7 rade, for Example, it is 
the Clothier, and the labouring Poor 
employ'd by him, and not the Woollen 
Praper, Taylor, or intermediate Dealer 
in Cloth, on whom the Market Price, 
or Value of that Commodity depends; 
the Profit gain'd by the Retailer, or 

intermediate Dealer, being rather a Bur- 
then upon the Sale of that Manufactu- 
ry, which is taken from the Sheep's 
Back, raiſed and brought to Perfection, 


in 
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in every ſhape;' by the poor r Labourers; 
under the URL Direction. N 
311 mov, 1A 
Apruoodie the Multitude ef labour? 
ing Poor therefore, who are uſefully 
employ'd im any Mantfatrüry, cannot 
be ſuffer d to riſe up in Artis, and mu- 
tiny, in order to extort extravagant 
Wages from their Employers, againſt 
which the common Law of the Land 
ſufficiently provides; yer C Cite muſt bs 
taken, that according to the cur rec 
Rate of ſuch Proviſion as is neceſſary 
to ſupport Life, each Man muſt have 
ſuch a Proportion of Wages allow'd 


81 


him, as will anſwer not ofily to main- 


tain himſelf, but alſo a Wife and Chil- 
dren ; for otherwiſe it may be reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſed, he will ſoon be weary 


of that Bufineſs; and either look out 


for other Employment, or perhaps be 
tempted to leave his native Country, 
1 | : in 


17) 
in order to purſue a better Fortune in 
a foreign Land: An Event of fatal 
Conſequence to any commercial State, 
by deſtroying the People who are the 
abſolutely neceſſary and main Support 
of its Manufackures. 


* Ir 4s to FS: obſerved from Hiſtory, 
in all Ages of the World, that as King- 

doms or States begin gradually to lapſe 
into the too frequent Practice of arbi- 
trary and deſpotic Power, the interme- 

diate Dealers in manufactured Goods, 
by influencing Men in Authority, have 
ü been enabled to oppteſs the poor La- 
bourer; and the Countenance given to 
ſuch Mens oppreſſive Projects, has been 
_the. real Caufe of diſpeopling many 
Countries, . whereof innumerable In- 
ſtances might be given. But not to 
mention Afia, Greece, and the more 
kalter Parts of the World, leſt the 
| Field 
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Field ſhould become too wide, I ſhall 
: confine the Obſervation juſt now, only 
to Spain, Italy, and France, within fo 
ſmall a Period, as the laſt two or three 
Centuries. 


SPAIN was left fo populous at 
the Death of King Ferdinand, that when 
the Commons raiſed a War in Defence 

of Liberty, againſt Charles V. even the 
ſingle City of Toledo put 30,000 Men 
under Arms, Segovia very near as many, 
and the Efforts made at that Time, 
throughout all Spain, ſhew beyond 
Contradiction, the then Populouſneſs of 
that Kingdom. And no other Caufe 
can be aſſign'd for the Increaſe and 
Support of ſuch Multitudes, but the 
flouriſhing Condition of the Woollen 
and other Manufactures in Spain at 
that Time; for Segovian Cloths, madg 
of Spani/h Wooll, manufactured in that 

City, 


1 

City, were then worn all over Europe; 
but, ſoon afterwards, when the Wea- 
vers and Spinners came to be oppreſſed 
by the Artifices of the Clothiers and 
intermediate Dealets, who ſhook Hands 
in a proper Manner with the Valet de 
Chambres of the Grandees, and ſo re- 
duced the Price of the Poor's Labour, 
that the Manufacturer was ſtarved, and 
totally diſabled from maintaining a Fa- 
mily, and breeding Off-ſpring to carry 
on Trade to future Time, theſe 
rich Manufacturies moved themſelves 
elſewhere : For, notwithſtanding the 
Vent of them about that Time was 
greatly increaſed, and likewiſe the Mar- 
ket Price or Value riſen conſiderably 
by the Diſcovery of America, yet theſe 
Advantages only confirmed and ri- 
vetted the Ruin of the poor labouring 
Men; becauſe the Increaſe of Wealth, 
had proportionably increaſed the Price, 

B of 
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of Living; whilſt the Law was indu- 
ſtriouſly continued in Force, which 
obliged the poor Manufacturers to work 
at the ſtared Wages allowed, before the 
Time that this Increaſe of Wealth, and 
Deadneſs of Proviſion happened. 


Thus the great Queen Elizabeth, who 
acted on quite different Principles in Po- 
liticks ; her firſt Maxim being to encou- 
rage the poor laborious Plebeian, liv'd 
to ſee England manufacture the Woollof 
Spain, and her Subjects by Arms, as 
well as Labour, render themſelves Ma- 
ſters of the Gold and Silver, which the 
Hypocriſy, Cruelty, and Perfidiouſneſs 


of the Spania ds, had forced from the 


naked Indians. But this very Oppreſ- 
ſion of the Poor, at laſt undermined 


that lofty Structure, which the Spanyh 


Monarchy had been rearing for ſome 
Time towards univerſal Empire; and 
the 


(143 

the fame Maxims or Practices which 
_ deſtroyed the clothing Manufacturer, 
being extended at the, fame Time to all 
other Labourers : I mean fixing the 
Price of Labour too low, and forcing 
poor Men to work at certain Wages, 
when the Price of living, which in the 
Nature of Things muſt be reciprocal 
with Labour, was daily augmenting by 
the Increaſe of Gold and Silver con- 
tinually flowing into Spain. The famous 
Manufactury of Leather at Cordova, 
was in like Manner deſtroyed; for, 
it is generally known that Cordove 
Skins, were bought up, and ufed all 
over Europe; whereas now, every one 
is ſenſible, that Cordova, or what we 
commmonly call Spam Leather, con- 
ſumed in England, France, and Ger- 
many, is all drefſed in the reſpective 

Countries, and but a very little im- 
ported any where from Spain. | 
B 2 ToLEgDo, 


612) 
' 'ToLEDo, at the ſame Time, loſt not 
only its Trade of Cloth, but, likewiſe 
the rich Manufactures of Velvet, Da- 
mask, and Silk of all Kinds. in which 
it is now ſucceeded by Genga, Milan, 
Piedmont and Venice. 


Bis C Ax alio loſt its Manufacture 
of Iron, or Hard-ware, in which it 
was ſucceeded, firit, by Holland, but 
laterly by England : Witneſs the large 


- Quantities - manufactured yearly at 


London, Sheffield, and Birmingham. 


AT preſent Sparn ſcarce exports any 
Manufactures, being rather obliged to 
furniſh her own People, as well as her 
Subjects in America, with Goods pur- 


chaſed of her Neighbours; and the 


Conſumption formerly made by the vaſt 

Numbers of ManufaQturers being thus 

loſt, and ſuch Crouds of poor People 
ſtarved, 


(13) 

ftarved, or forced to ſeek Bread out 
of the Kingdom, the. Farmer ſenſibly 
feeis the Want of his uſual Market for 
Corn, Wine, and Oyl: He finds no 
Buyers, and conſequently neglects his 
Agriculture; ſo that this once fo rich 
and opulent Country, that could plen- 
tifully feed its numerous Inhabitants, 
can hardly now maintain the remaiaing 
Few; for, on every accidental unkind- 
ly Seaſon, there is a Demand in Spain 
of Bread-Corn from other Countries. 


Ir may perhaps be objected, that 
all this does not abſolutely prove Spain 
to have been depopulated by keeping 
down or lowering the Price of Labour ; 
there being other concurrent Cauſes, 
ſuch as the Expulſion of the Moors, and 
the peopling of America. But altho? 
the firſt might perhaps contribute a lit- 


tle to the ſame End; yet it could not 
occaſion 


(14) 

occaſion ſo general a Depopulation and 
total Deſtruction of Manufactures, 
fince the Moors only inhabired but a 
few of the Southern Parts of Spain; 
and conſequently their Removal could 
never affect all the other large King- 
doms, where none of them ever reſi- 
ded. But with reſpect to the Diſcovery 
and Conqueſt of America, the Wealth 
of thoſe Countries, had it been wiſely 
uſed, would rather have increaſed than 
diminiſh'd the People of Spain; for- 
had they ſuffer'd the Wages of the la- 
bouring Manufacturer to rife in Pro- 
portion to the Increaſe of Bullion, 
brought over to purchaſe Goods, great 
Numbers of poor Manufacturers from 
other Countries, would have been 

drawn thither of Courſe: And when a 
labouring Manufacturer finds he is ſure 
of Employment on reaſonable Wages, 
without any Pinch, he naturally thinks 


of 
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of indulging himſelf with a Female 
Companion, ſince he_ can enjoy the 
Pleaſure of breeding up his Children 
to the ſame Buſineſs; by which Means 
the Increaſe of the Number of Manu- 
facturers in Spain, and conſequently of 
the Husbandmen or Farmers to raiſe 
Food for them, would have made a 
much greater Addition to the Number 
of People in that Kingdom, 'than the 
Diſcovery of America could have leſ· 
ſen'd it. 


Bur further to demonſtrate that the 

diſpeopling of Spain was chiefly owing 
to the Oppreſſion of the Poor, let us 
examine whether the fame Thing did 
not happen in the Saat hern Parts of 
Taly, where there was no Colony 00 
plant, nor Moors to expel. | 


\ Im 
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Ir is notoriouſly known, that Pia, 
Florence, Rome, and Sienna, were, not 
long ſince, very populous Cities; but 
the labouring Manufacturer, in all of 


them, being fix'd at ſuch low Wages 


as could not maintain a Family, they 
have gradually dwindled away to the 
State they are now in. As for Piſa 
and Sienna, they ate intirely ruin'd ; 
and Rome, as well as Florence, have no 
Manufactures, nor any thing elſe but 
the Countenance of their reſpective 
Courts to ſupport them. The fertile 
Plains of Romagnia lie waſte, whilſt 
Lucca, Genoa, Piedmont, and even the 
barren Alps, govern'd by the Swrtz, 
_ ſwarm with People; for in all theſe 
Governments, the Price of the Poor's 
Labour is ſuffer'd naturally to riſe in 
Proportion to the Expence of Living, 
and the Rulers of the State think it 
not beneath them to inſpect the Cir- 


cumſtances 


L 
j 


1 
cumſtances of, and protect the labour- 
ing Poor. 


We come next to examine into the 


State of the labouring poor in France, 
no longer ago than the Reign of Lewis 
the XIVth, who, notwithſtanding he 
expended out of his Royal Bounty con- 
ſiderable Sums towards the Encourage- 
ment both of Learning and Manufac- 
tures; yet ſuch was the unhappy Effect 
of Arbitrary Power, that the unparal- 
lelPd Perſecution carried on in this King's 
Reign againſt the Proteſtants, fo de- 
ſtroyed the then flouriſhing Manu- 
factures of France, as that they have 


never ſince been able to recover that 


Blow; Witneſs the vaſt Numbers of 
their beſt Artificers in all Kinds of Ma- 
nufactury, who then fled out of France 
into England, where they have made ſuch 
Improvements as have enabled England 
| | C to 
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to outdo France in a great many very 
profitable Manufactures, and wherein 
that Nation formerly excell'd all its 
Neighbours; for, as it has been already 
hinted, if a poor labouring Manufac- 
turer, by the arbitrary Influence of 
Power muſt be oppreſſed, whether it 
be with Reſpect to his Wages or Li- 


berty, it will ſtill have the ſame Con- 


ſequence, by obliging him to leave 
that Country, and ſeek Employment 
elſe where. 


Tuksk Examples, Sir, I muſt own, 
made ſo great an Impreſſion on me, 
that I could not reſiſt ſending for ſome 
of the moſt Intelligent amongſt the 
Fourneymen Taylors, from whom I might 


be particularly inform'd of all the Cir- - 
cumſtances of their Caſe; and on a 


very ſtrict Enquiry, I found it plainly 
to ſtand as follows, vis. 


nnn 


THAT 
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THaT the Buſineſs of a Maſter Tay- 
hr being very precarious ; ſometimes. 


very full of Work, at others. nothing at 
all to do; the Maſter Taylors, in order 


to be ſecure of having a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Fourneymen always ready to an- 
ſwer their Occaſions, did long ago, a- 
mongſt themſelves, contrive to encou- 
rage the Fourneymen to aſſemble daily 
at certain publick Houſes of Call, from 
whence they could, at a Minute's Warn- 
ing, be ſupply'd by the Maſter of the 
Houſe, with any Number of Journey- 
men they wanted ; but then, as great 
Numbers of theſe poor Men were ſo 
employ'd, perhaps only two Days in a 
Week, and very rarely above the half 
of their whole Time; yet nevertheleſs 
were neceſſarily obliged to be at a con- 
tinual Expence of eating and drinking 
at their reſpective Houſes of Call, it 
was impracticable for them, eſpecially 

C 2 e 
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ſuch as had Wives and Children, to 
ſubſiſt on ſuch ſmall Wages as the 
Mafter Taytors wanted them to be re- 
duced to, unlefs we could fuppoſe they 
were conſtantly to be employ'd through- 
out the Year; in which Caſe it is al- 
low'd, that what is commonly calld 
The Statute Wages would, with reſpect 
to a bare Maintenance, not only go as 
far, but further than what the Jour- 
neymen themſelves propoſe, on the pre- 
carious Foot of being but accidentally, 
or rarely employ'd, as above. | 


From this Matter of Fact it evident- 


ly appears, that the Wages of Thirty- 


pence fer Day, expected by the Jour- 


neyme, and for the moſt Part, allowed 
by the Generality of the beſt Maſter 
Taylors, was not demanded, as it has 
been pretended, in a mutinous Manner, 
or with any View to raiſe the Price of 


that 


. (: 215); 

that Sort of Work, but on the contrary 
from a fimple and abſolute Neceſſity 
aof providing a bare Maintenance for 
theſe poor Labourers, and very hard- 
working Men, whoſe Eye-ſight is there- 
by ſo greatly impair'd, as to fail by 
the Time they attain the Age of Forty 

Years. ' 


AND with reſpect to what the Ma- 
fter Taylors alledge, that they cannot 
afford, out of their ſmall Profits, to al- 
low Thirty pence per Day to their 


FJ ourneymen, pretending that ſuch Wages | 


muſt neceſſarily raiſe the Price of their 
Work, I find the poor Fourneymen very 


modeſtly only deſire that Gentlemen will 


be pleaſed to fatisfy themſelves in that 
Point, by examining the following Ar- 
ticles in a Mefter Taylor's Bill, as they 
ſtand commonly charged to the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry of this Kingdom ; di- 

ſtinguiſhing 
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— 8 — ——— * 


ITO . — 0 = —<_—_— 


( 22 ) 
ſtinguiſhing the clear Profit ariſing to 
the Maſter Taylor, even on Suppoſition 
he 1s permitted to allow his Fourney- 


men Thirty-pence fer Day, 


I likewiſe found there were ſome 
other conſiderable Articles of Profit ac- 
cruing to the Maſter Taylors, not in- 
ſerted in the above Bill; but the Jour- 
neymen then with me, very earneſtly 
begg'd in Behalf of their poor Brethren, 
that they might not be made the Inſtru- 
ments of any envious Accuſation ; for 
that they only deſired to be put into a 
bare Capacity of Living with common 
Freedom, and did not at all take upon 
them to judge of their Maſters Profits ; 
yet in Juſtice to the Public, I cannot 
omit taking Notice of one very intole- 
rable Abuſe, I had then Occaſion to be 
inform'd of; and that is, the frequent 
moſt ſcandalous and clandeſtine Impor- 

tation 


MAE ING a PELVET 3 


| $5 
„ 
12 Yards A Vere, at = 1:4: 0 per Yard, 14: 8': 0 


11 Yards of Silk Serge, at 0: 5 


2 Yards and a half of Dimmity, 
to line the Body of the Waiſt- 


Pockets to Coat and Wan 


O Tad, 2: 


3 per Yard, ©: 237 


coat, g „ „ 

4 Dozen and a half of Gold-Wire 
Buttons, at - - 0:9:0a Dozen, 2: 0:6 

4 Dozen and a half ſmall ditto, 
at - — 0 4: 6 per Dozen, 1: O: 3 
Silk, and Silk-eniſt, t. : 5:0 
Buckrum and Canvas, - - - F 

Hair-Cloth, Covering, and 
Wadding, - - - - + 85 41. 

Breeches, Linings, and Poc- 
kets, 8 - - - * 9 2 2 
Puffs, and French Garters, - — 3 : © 
Total, 23: © : 10 


A Masrzes Tavrorn's BILL, 


As it is charged. 


To one Journey-man's 
Time for wn, 
*<& 
| [Seven Days and a 
half, at 25. 6 d. | 
Per Day, o:18:9 
To ſeven Breakfaſts, 
at 1z per Day, - © : © : 101 
All other Charges, 17: 1: O 
Neat, 18:0: 71 


3 .049 


"= 


* * 

. 

a 

bf 

% 

. 

Go on þ 
* 


— 


(23) 
tation of the Gold and Silver Thread 
Buttons, Laces, and Brocades from 
France, charged by the Maſter Taylors 
to their Cuſtomers, at a moſt exorbi- 
tant Profit on the prime Colt. 


Bur we come now to the ſecond 
and laſt Part of theſe poor Freemen's 
Complaint, which 1s ſtill more mate- 
rial than all that has yet been ſaid, Be- 
cauſe it immediately affects the Li- 
berty of all the Commons of Britain, 
tending to deſtroy the ancient Gothick 
Conſtitution of this Realm; for when it 
comes to appear 1n the Courſe of thoſe 
malicious Proſecutions, now, depend- 
ing before the Court of King's-Bench, 
and which have been too wantonly 
carried on at the prodigal Expence of 
the Maſter Taylors, againſt Numbers of 
their poor Fourneymen, that even ſome 
of the Magiſtrates or Juſtices of the 


3 
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Peace, as well as Conſtables of the 
Night within the Liberties of Weſt- 
minſter, have been largely bribed with 
Money, paid by the Maſter Taylors, 
purely for taking into Cuſtody all the 
Journeymen Taylors they could find, 
in order to have them impreſs'd for Re- 
cruits, or ſent to Houſes of Correction; 
and if enquired into, when it comes 
likewiſe to appear, that of late it has 
been the common Practice of ſeveral 
Maſter Taylors, ſupported by the Au- 
thority of two or more Juſtices of the 
Peace, to come with a Conſtable at 
their Backs into the Habitation of a 
poor Journeyman Taylor, while he was 
employed at Home for the needful 
Support of his Family, and on his: the 
Journeyman's refuſal to leave his Work, 
and his Home immediately, and go 
along with the Mafter Taylor into his 
Service, tho perhaps it was only for 
one 


1 
one Day, he ſhall be forthwith dragged 
to a Houfe of Correction, there to re- 


main for the Space of two Months. 


Wu theſe Things, I ſay, on a 
proper Enquiry, ceme to appear before 
a Houſe of Parliament, may we not hum- 
bly preſume it will be adjudged, that the 
Law, under Colour of which ſuch 
Things have been done, is certainly 
miſconſtructed and grofly miſapplied; 
and if ſo, will not every Member who 
1 bas any Feeling at his Heart, for the an- 
cent Conſtitution and Liberties of his 
Conntry, be alarmed leſt the fame 
unaccountable Severities which have 
been ſo lately practiſed on this particu- 


lar Set of poor laborious Manufacturers, 
fhould by the like Means be graduall7 


extended to others, ſince it is impoſ- 
fible to aſſign any Reaſons for ſupport- 
iwg ſuch a Conduct in this Caſe, but 

D what 
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what will be equally applicable to 
every other Species of Manufacture 
that depends on the iabouring Poor, 


Tas very firſt Appearnce of exer- 
ciſing ſuch Acts of Inhumanity and 
Cruelty on the innocent poor labo- 
rious Subject in a free Country, is 
really ſhocking ; but the unhappy Con- 
ſequences on a Suppoſition that they 
are to be multiplied and continued, are 
dreadful ; wherefore I could not re- 


ſiſt laying the whole Matter plainly 


before a Gentleman of your impartial 


and generous Way of Thinking ; be- 


ing well aſſured, from the indefatigable 


Pains you daily beſtow with Pleaſure 
in your Country's Service, that no- 
thing 1n your Power will be wanting, 
either to rectify any material Grie- 
vance wherewith the poor labouring 
Subject is oppreſſed, or in any Shape 

to 


(27) 
to promote the Trading Intereſt and 
public Good of the Nation; a Con- 
duct which naturally and irreſiſt- 
ably draws from every honeſt and good 
Man, the Eſteem and Reſpect that 
will always be due to ſuch Merit. 


T have Honour to be, 


Sir, Yours, &c. 


FINITIS 


ö 
| 
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I may be obſerved in Life, 
| that we often neglect to con- 
ider or reflect on the Con- 
ſequences of many Things 


Cuſtom has made familiar to us; ſuch 
as for Example, the common Practice 


of ſending for a Maſter Taylor, not on- 
ly to take Meaſure in order to fit you 
with a Suit of Cloaths, but you at the 
ſame Time give him unlimited Com- 


miſſion to purchaſe a great Variety of 
Materials wanting, and to charge for 


every Article beſides the Faſhion, what 


he thinks fit, unto which Account ſel- 
dom or never any Scrutiny or Objec- 


tion is made, ren by Men of 
E Rank 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Rank and Fortune: And to this Sort 
of Indolence or Neglect is owing in 


a great Meaſure, thoſe exorbitant 


Impoſitions daily put on Mankind, by 


even the richeſt and moſt turbulent of 


theſe Maſters, many of whom, and 


particularly the proudeſt, would I am 
very confident on Trial, be found to 


have very ſmall Pretenſions to the Ca- 


Work themſelves; all the Elegancy of 
that kind, depending wholly on the 
Genius and careful Induſtry of the 
Journeymen, together with the Skill 
and Addreſs of the Finiſher or Fore- 


But ſuppoſing that any diſcreet and 


prudent Nobleman, or Gentleman, 


ſhould take the Reſolution of adding 


to the Number of his Servants, only 
one ſufficient 9 Taylor, to 
perform 


POSTSCRIPT 


perform alt the Work of that Kind 


wanted in the Family, at the fame 
Time directing his Steward to furniſh 
all the Materials for this Workman at 


I the firſt Hand, it would ſoon evident- 
ly appear how conſiderably he muſt 
fave in Expence, and alſo how much 


better he would be ſerved in every 
Reſpect; for it is in Fact the Fourney- 


men, and not the Maſters, who are the 


Artificers as well as Labourers in that - 
Trade or Calling; and therefore to 
permit ſuch a Multitude of poor la- 


borious Men, to be ſtarved, and 
grievouſly” oppreſſed by only a few 


Purſe-proud idle Pretenders either to 
Ingenuity or Labour, is far from being 


conſiſtent with Reaſon or good Senſe; 
and this will fill appear in a ſtronger 


Light, if it be conſidered ſimply that 


to give theſe poor Fourneymen their 
natural Freedom to ſerve any Noble- 


man 
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POSTSCRIP 1 
man or Gentleman who-defres to e, 
ploy them, without incurring the ſe= 
vere Penalty of being impreſſed or ſent _ | 
to a Priſon, is all that they moſt hum. 
bly pray for and expect. =. 
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